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The twin powers of print and industrial capitalism provide the mechanism for the process of
defining national cuisines. Just as print is essential to the creation of nations, as Eric Hobsbawm and
Benedict Anderson suggest, print helps transform these regional, class, or family foods into a
national cuisine—that is, a creation that helps define a nation in the eye of its own members or of the
world. *First and foremost are cookbooks, which both bring together separate foods into coherent

wholes, and also refine what might once have been a whole series of different versions into a single

accepted dish.  *first and foremost: ¥ % — (=, X\ >t
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