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Freedom of the mind requires not only, or not even especially, the absence of legal constraints but the

presence of alternative thoughts. The most successful tyranny is not the one that uses force to assure

uniformity but the one that removes the awareness of other possibilities, that makes it seem

inconceivable that other ways are viable, that removes the sense that there is an outside. It is not

feelings or commitments that will render a man free, but thoughts, reasoned thoughts. (KR X’11)
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Slang is more pervasive than ever, and teachers nationwide are wearying of the unyielding fight against

improper speech and a breed of student that simply refuses to learn the correct way to use language.

Furthermore, when asked what they perceive to be the cause of this situation, most of them point

straight at new inventions, such as e-mail, cell phones, and *instant messaging, wholeheartedly

believing them to be the source of any perceived decline in youth literacy.

(KPR K°09)
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It was a dull and cloudy day when we arrived at the railway station outside Upper Harford and, in the

diffuse grey light, they seemed older and more frail. I took my grandmother’s arm as we waited for

the train that would bear me away to London. | may have imagined it, but I believe that I felt her body

shaking slightly; it was only a faint tremor, but nevertheless it communicated itself to me, and made

me more afraid for her than [ had been since my arrival all those years before. Yet there was very little

that could be said — very little to say — on this grey morning of my departure.

(REPK93)
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On television, when someone is interviewed on the screen who is a long way away, there is sometimes

a blank-faced pause, a beat of two, before he replies to a question. This is the time it takes for the end

of the question to rebound from the satellite. It looks odd, because it seems to be a part of our politeness

to reply at once; a silence suggests that we think it a silly or rude question.

(REPK92)
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